Working List of Suggested Alternatives to Invasive Plants that may be found in North Bay Nurseries
Marin/Sonoma Weed Management Area, California
	Replacement for:
	Alternative plant
	Notes

	Capeweed (Arctotheca calendula, fertile and infertile)
	Freeway daisy (Osteospermum fruticosum)
	These plants bloom intermittently all year, forming deep lilac buds open to 2” flowers with a dark purple center.  Does well near the ocean as a ground cover or bank cover. Can be mowed or cut back in midsummer.  

	
	benign forms of iceplant (e.g. Delosperma cooperi)
	This groundcover has bright, fleshy green leaves that reach 3” tall and brilliant violet-pink flowers May through October.  Fire resistant.

	
	
	

	Giant Reed (Arundo donax)

	clumping bamboos  (e.g., Bambusa mutiplex, B. oldhamii, Fargesia nitida)
	These bamboos have a fountain-like habit of growth, and require no more space than the average strong-growing shrub.  Clipped, they make hedges or screens that won’t spread much into surrounding soil. 

	
	Willows

(Salix sp. )
	Native. Fast growing, 10-20' deciduous shrub or tree good for stream bank stabilization and wildlife habitat.

	
	Canyon Prince Giant Rye (Leymus condensatus “Canyon Prince”) 
	This showy grass grows to 4’ tall and 3’ wide.  Foliage is greenish when new, maturing to brilliant silvery blue.  Spreads slowly by rhizomes.   

	
	New Zealand flax (Phormium tenax cultivars) 
	Dramatic perennial plants with swordlike evergreen leaves that grow in a fan pattern, growing up to 9’ tall. Once established, branched clusters of tubular flowers appear in early summer, rising up to twice the height of the foliage. Salt-spray, wind, and drought tolerant.

	
	Pink muhlygrass (Muhlenbergia capillaries)
	Zones 4-24. Dark green foliage forms a mound to 3’ tall and 6’ wide; airy plumes of feathery red or pink flowers rise an additional 2’ in fall. Evergreen in low desert, very drought tolerant. 

	
	Deer Grass (Muhlenbergia rigens)
	Zones 4-24. This California native has bright green leaves that form a dense, tight clump to 4’ high and wide. Slender yellow or purplish flower spikes in autumn rise 2’ above the leaves and are erect at first, then leaning.

	Pampas (Cortaderia selloana) and Jubata Grass (Cortaderia jubata), Fountain grass (Pennisetum setaceum) and
	New Zealand flax (Phormium tenax)
	Dramatic perennial plants with swordlike evergreen leaves that grow in a fan pattern, growing up to 9’ tall. Once established, branched clusters of tubular flowers appear in early summer, rising up to twice the height of the foliage. Salt-spray, wind, and drought tolerant.

	Mexican feather grass (Nasella tenuissima).  See footnote about sterile varieties of these invasive ornamental grasses.
	Deer Grass (Muhlenbergia rigens)
	Zones 4-24. This California native has bright green leaves that form a dense, tight clump to 4’ high and wide. Slender yellow or purplish flower spikes in autumn rise 2’ above the leaves and are erect at first, then leaning.

	
	Pink muhlygrass (Muhlenbergia capillaries) or Lindheimer’s muhly grass (Muhlenbergia lindheimeri)
	Zones 4-24. Dark green foliage forms a mound to 3’ tall and 6’ wide; airy plumes of feathery red or pink flowers rise an additional 2’ in fall. Evergreen in low desert, very drought tolerant.

	
	Cape thatching reed
(Chondropetalum tectorum )
	Extremely long-lived adaptable rushlike evergreen species tolerating almost any soil or watering practice.  Low maintenance gardens. Long lived in flower arrangements.   

	
	San Diego sedge 

(Carex spissa)
	Carex spissa tolerates part sun, full shade, alkaline soil, clay, serpentine, seasonal flooding, high traffic (people walking on it), and deer.

	
	Bigelow’s bear grass (Nolina bigelovii)
	Beargrass looks like an extra large bunch grass but it is in the lily family. Large white flower clusters.  Native to southeastern California, Western Arizona and Northern Baja and it very drought tolerant and likes full sun.

	
	
	

	Cotoneaster (Cotoneaster lacteus, C. pannosus)
	Toyon (Heteromeles arbutifolia and cultivars)
	Evergreen shrub to small tree that grows to 6-8 ft. high, with white flowers in summer and red berries in winter. Drought tolerant after the first few years. Fire resistant if watered a little every two weeks during spring and summer. Full sun, tolerates full shade. Berries good for birds. Deer will eat in bad years.  Great hedge  if mixed with coffeeberry (Rhamnus californica) and ceanothus (Ceanothus sp.).

	
	Pineapple guava (Feijoa sellowiana)
	Slow-growing evergreen shrub that can reach 15 ft. high and 15 ft. wide. In addition to the edible fruit it provides, the shrub also doubles handsomely as a landscape specimen. When planted close together, the shrubs make a nice hedge, screen, or windbreak. Can be espaliered or trained as a small tree (20 to 25 ft. tall).

	
	Strawberry tree (Arbutus unedo)
	Evergreen shrub, native to the Mediterranean and Europe.  Grows 5-10 m tall, rarely up to 15 m, with a trunk diameter of up to 80 cm. Dark green and glossy leaves, white bell shaped flowers, rarely pale pink, in autumn. Produces a red berry, edible though bland and mealy; and mainly serves as food for birds.

	
	Sandankwa viburnum (Viburnum suspensum)
	Evergreen shrub with showy flowers and fruits that can grow to 12’ tall. Glossy green leaves with clusters of fragrant flowers in spring, followed by pendulous clusters of red fruit.  Can be used as a tall hedge or screen.

	
	
	

	Brooms (Cytisus scoparius, Cytisus striatus, Genista monspessulana, Retama monosperma, Spartium junceum). 
	California flannel bush (Fremontodendron californicum and F. cultivars) 
	Eye-catching show of lemon-yellow flowers that ten to bloom all at once. Fremontias are hardy only in warm areas, and are generally short-lived. They are, however fast-growing and flower young. They should be grown in well-drained, preferably poorish soil with no shade. Once established, drought tolerant. 

	See footnote about brooms labeled as sterile.
	Winter jasmine (Jasminum nudiflorum)
	Arching green stems and bright yellow flowers that bloom in winter characterize this deciduous shrub. Deer resistant.

	
	Forsythia (Forsythia sp.)
	An early flowering deciduous shrub growing to 10 ft. tall. Profuse bright golden yellow flowers appearing in March and April, the oval pointed leaves appear later once the flowers have opened. Full sun or light shade, does best in well drained soils with some watering during prolonged dry spells. Border forsythias (Forsythia x intermedia), can be used as a "living wall" privacy fence for summer and fall.

	
	Twinberry (Lonicera involucrata)
	Native shrub growing 6 - 10 ft. tall, loses its leaves in the winter. The tubular yellow flowers are borne in pairs on bright red bracts and are hummingbird favorites. Two black shiny fruits follow the flower and are very showy set against the red bracts, making them attractive to birds. A great addition to the habitat garden in cool full sun to light shade with regular to occasional deep summer water.

	
	Lady Banks’ rose (Rosa banksiae)
	Easy to grow, this rose is a hearty climber with few pest problems. It has glossy evergreen leaves, the stems are nearly thornless, and it produces large clusters of small, yellow blooms each spring.  Can be trained on an arbor or fence or used to cover banks and other large areas.

	
	Japanese kerria (Kerria japonica)
	Golden yellow flowers first appear in spring on this graceful shrub, and continue into summer.  Stems remain bright green in winter after leaves call. Deer resistant.

	
	Golden currant (Ribes aureum)
	A California native, this shrub has a profusion of bright yellow flowers that turn into edible berries suitable for jams and jellies.  Birds and butterflies love this plant.  Fire and deer resistant.

	
	Jerusalem sage (Phlomis fruticosa)
	Has bright yellow flowers and gray-green, textured leaves.  Deer resistant.

	
	Bush poppy (Dendromecon rigida)
	A native California shrub that is not yet widely available in nurseries. Very drought tolerant once established, bush poppies will produce showy yellow flowers from spring through early summer. Needs pruning to maintain compact, landscape-friendly form.

	
	Lizard tail (Eriophyllum staechadifolium artemisiaefolium) 

	Similar in appearance to Golden Yarrow but larger overall.  Foliage is gray-green and fuzzy, with yellow blooms throughout the summer.  A great nectar plant for small native insects and butterflies.

	
	Golden Abundance Oregon Grape (Berberis aquifolium “Golden Abundance”)
	This large, dense, spiny-stemmed evergreen shrub has many yellow flowers in spring, followed by blue berries.  Tolerant of heat, cold, and soil extremes.  A great plant for a hedge or accent plant.

	
	Island hazardia (Hazardia dentosa) 
	A native to the Channel Islands.  No growing information found online or in Sunset.

	
	Lupinus microcarpus “Davis Golden”
	No growing information found online or in Sunset.  One company, albrightseed.com, has the seed for sale.

	
	Bladderpod (Isomeris aborea) 
	Bladderpod is an evergreen shrub that grows up to 4 ft. tall and produces yellow flowers followed by fruits that resemble paper lanterns. A versatile shrub for harsh, dry areas. Tolerates salt-spray and is deer resistant.

	
	California honeysuckle, Santa Barbara honeysuckle, southern honeysuckle (Lonicera subspicata var denudata)
	A 2-5’ California native perennial vine/shrub with creamy yellow flower clusters.

	
	Shrubby cinquefoil (Potentilla fruticosa) 
	Shrubby cinquefoils have bright to dark green leaves and bloom cheerfully from late spring to early fall.  These are fairly trouble-free plants that tolerate poor soil, drought, and heat.

	
	Golden lady slipper (Calceolaria integrifolia 'Golden Nugget') 

	This shrubby lady slipper has pure golden flowers during a long blooming season from spring to fall. Makes an excellent cut flower.  Drought resistant and can take full sun, except in the hottest climates, where it prefers shade.

	
	Yellow bush daisy (Euryops pectinatus) 
	Easy care and extremely long flowering season make this evergreen shrub a good filler, background plant, or low screen.  Has grey-green leaves and bright yellow daisy flowers most of the year. Requires good drainage.  Can tolerate ocean winds but are damaged by sharp frosts.

	
	Halimium (Halimium lasianthum) 
	Early summer blooms of yellow flowers, sometimes with dark, brownish purple towards the base.  Plants need good drainage.  

	
	Copper canyon daisy, or bush marigold (Tagetes lemmonii) 
	This shrubby perennial grows to 6’ tall and wide, carrying golden orange flowers sporadically all year, peaking in winter and spring.  The leaves are strongly fragrant when brushed against or rubbed – they smell like a blend of marigold, mint, and lemon. Tends to be short lived, requires moderate to regular water. 

	
	Hummingbird sage (Salvia spathacea)
	Perennial, zones 7-9, 14-24.  Green, scalloped foliage has a light, fruity aroma.  Flower stems with magenta or rosy-red flowers rise 2-3’ above leaves.  Blooms throughout spring, with some repeat in fall.  A magnet for hummingbirds. Drought tolerant but performs best with moderate water and can tolerate regular watering.  

	
	
	

	Acacia trees, Wattles (Acacia decurrens, A.dealbata,A. melanoxylon)
	Arizona Cypress (Cupressus arizonica)
	This Arizona native has foliage that ranges from green to blue gray to silvery.  Can be planted en masse for windbreaks or screens.

	
	Australian Willow (Geijera parviflora)
	Graceful, fine-textured tree with hanging leaves that give it a weeping willow effect.  Has much of willow’s grace and eucalyptus’s toughness.  Trouble-free patio, street, or grove tree with deep, noninvasive roots.  Grow in well-drained soil.

	
	Rocky Mountain maple (Acer glabrum)
	Small deciduous tree with dark red twigs and fruits.  In fall, the foliage turns yellow.  Needs well-drained soil and regular moisture. 

	
	Trident maple (Acer buergeranum) 
	Grows up to 25’ high and wide with a roundish crown of glossy, three-lobed leaves.  In fall, the foliage turns red (sometimes orange or yellow).  Needs regular watering. 

	
	Goldenrain tree (Koelreuteria paniculata)
	Open branching tree with new purple leaves that mature to bright green in summer and yellow-gold in fall.  Forms very showy, foot-long flower clusters in summer, and red fruit.  Tree takes cold, heath, drought, and wind.  Prune to shape.  

	
	Cornelian Cherry (Cornus mas)
	This early-flowering dogwood is a deciduous shrub that can be trained as a small tree.  Bears clusters of small, soft yellow blossoms and leaves that turn from shiny green to yellow or red in autumn.  Cherry-sized, bright red fruits can be used for preserves or to attract birds.  Tolerates alkaline soils.  Requires regular watering.

	
	Oregon ash (Fraxinus latifolia)
	Grows up to 70 feet, makes a great shade tree that needs normal lawn watering.   Consider Oregon ash for sites with moist soils.  Its ability to thrive in wet soils and floodplains make it very valuable for preventing  erosion. Many wildlife uses. 

	
	
	

	Ice Plants (Carpobrotus edulis, Mesembryanthemum crystallinum)
	Myoporum (Myoporum parvifolium) (Note: not the invasive Myoporum tree/shrub).
	Groundcover of dense light green leaves.  Tiny white summer glowers are followed by purple fruits.  Good on banks and slopes, but will not tolerate foot traffic. 

	
	manzanita groundcovers (e.g., Arctostaphylos ‘Emerald Carpet’)
	These evergreen woody plants form creeping ground covers. A dense, uniform carpet of 8-14” tall foliage stays bright green, even in the hottest, driest weather.  In hot interior valleys, it needs deep irrigation every 2-3 weeks.    

	
	non-invasive iceplants (e.g., Delosperma cooperi)
	This groundcover has bright, fleshy green leaves that reach 3” tall and brilliant violet-pink flowers May through October.  Fire resistant.

	
	Beach strawberry/wood strawberry (Fragaria chiloensis or F. vesca)
	Perennial, evergreen groundcover forms a lush, low-growing mat. Leaves are dark-green and glossy with a red tint in winter.  Mow or cut back in early spring to encourage new growth. California native, fire resistant.

	
	Germander (Teucrium chamaedrys, or T. lucidrys)
	Can be sheared into a neat groundcover or allowed to grow to full height (about 1 foot), and produces lavender flowers in spring.  Compact cultivars are available. Deer resistant.

	
	Showy dewflower/rosea iceplant (Drosanthemum floribundum)
	A succulent with silver-gray leaves and an abundance of pink flowers.  Requires little or no water, especially along the coast.  Tolerates some salt spray

	
	Freeway daisy (Osteospermum fruticosum and hybrids)
	Produces copious cheerful flowers, even under the harshest conditions.  Grows well along the coast. 

	
	Ceanothus groundcover (Ceanothus gloriousus) 
	Evergreen groundcover 1 ft. high 6 ft. wide. Blue flowers on dark green foliage. Tough ground cover in coastal areas.  Does not tolerate full sun or drought in the interior.  Deer do not prefer, but will eat if starving.   

	
	Coyote bush groundcovers (e.g., Baccharis pilularis var pilularis or consainguineum)
	Zones 5-11, 14-24. California coast native, perennial adapted to a wide variety of climates and soils. Makes a dense, billowy, bright green mat 8-24” high. On the coast it thrives with no water at all; inland it looks better with monthly watering. Reliable bank and flatland cover for low-maintenance areas in sun.

	
	
	

	Myoporum (Myoporum laetum)

	Toyon (Heteromeles arbutifolia and cultivars)
	Evergreen shrub to small tree that grows to 6-8 ft. high and 4-5 ft. wide, with white flowers in summer and red berries in winter. Drought tolerant after the first few years. Fire resistant if watered a little during spring and summer. Full sun, tolerates full shade. Berries good for birds. Deer will eat in bad years.  Great hedge plant if mixed with coffeeberry (Rhamnus californica) and ceanothus (Ceanothus sp.).

	
	Pacific wax myrtle (Myrtica californica)
	Native evergreen shrub 10 ft. or more with shiny foliage. Useful screen, clipped or informal hedge or trained as multi-trunked small tree. Adaptable plant for sun, light shade, will accept water, but is drought tolerant. Its berries attract flickers, robins and finches.

	
	Magnolia tree (Magnolia sp.)
	Many species of Magnolia.  Small to large, evergreen or deciduous, robust flowering tree; 12 to 40 feet   Sun to part shade, adequate water, well-drained, soil.  

	
	evergreen viburnums (Viburnum awabukii and V. suspensum)
	These evergreen shrubs have showy flowers and fruits that can grow to 12’ tall. Glossy green leaves with clusters of fragrant flowers in spring, followed by pendulous clusters of red fruit.  Can be used as a tall hedge or screen.

	
	Peppermint tree (Agonis flexuosa)
	One of the best small trees for California gardens where temperatures stay above 27°F. Narrow, willow-like leaves densely clothe weeping branches and smell like peppermint when crushed.  

	
	
	

	Chinese tallow tree (Sapium sebiferum)

	Chinese pistache (Pistacia chinensis)
	Large deciduous tree with good fall color, even in mild climates: foliage turns luminous orange, red, and yellow.  This is the only tree to color scarlet in the desert.  Tolerates a wide range of conditions, accepting no additional water (in deep soils) to regular lawn watering.  Resistant to oak root fungus.  Reliable tree for streetside planting, lawn, patio, or garden.

	
	Ginko (Ginko biloba)
	Some cultivars have brilliant fall color, such as ‘Autumn Gold’

	
	Liquid amber (Liquidamber styraciflua)
	Produces seed pods that fall down.  Shallow rooted. 

	
	Red Maple (Acer rubrum)
	‘October Glory.’ Fast growing, but more shallow-rooted.

	
	Crape myrtle (Lagerstroemia spp.)
	This popular tree features lovely peeling bark and large clusters of showy flowers in white, pink, purple, and red. Dwarf varieties are available. Will get 15-18’ tall.  Drought tolerant.

	
	Native oaks

(Quercus sp.)
	Many species and varieties. Quercus douglasii and Q. lobata are decidiuous. No summer watering once established.  Great wildlife tree, esp. when mature. 

	
	Big leaf maple (Acer macrophyllum)
	Native tree along streamsides and moister areas.  

	
	
	

	Scarlet wisteria (Sesbania punicea)
	Brazilian flame bush (Calliandra tweedii)
	A small tree or shrub with leaves similar to scarlet wisteria, and bright red flowers that attract hummingbirds and bloom all summer. 

	
	Crape myrtle (Lagerstroemia spp.)
	This popular tree features lovely peeling bark and large clusters of showy flowers in white, pink, purple, and red. Dwarf varieties are available. Will get 15-18’ tall.  Drought tolerant.

	
	Gold medallion tree (Cassia leptophylla)
	Brilliant yellow flowers grace this tree throughout the summer, becoming attractive seed pods similar to those of scarlet wisteria. Larger than Sesbania, up to 25’ tall. 

	
	Showy island snapdragon (Galvezia speciosa) 
	Native shrub with arching branches that increase in height up to 8’ tall. Produces copious red flowers that are irresistible to hummingbirds. Drought resistant. 

	
	
	

	Salt cedar (Tamarix ramosissoma)

	Bald cypress (Taxodium distichum)
	Delicate, feathery foliage sprays turn reddish-brown before dropping in the fall. Tolerates drought or very wet conditions, and any but the most alkaline soil. Trunk can be buttressed at the base. No pests or diseases. Easy to plant and care for. Tolerates any amount of water. 

	
	Tupelo (Nyssa sylvatica)
	Crooked branches and dark, red-tinged bark make a dramatic winter picture. Birds are attracted to the fruit. Leaves turn yellow, orange, and red before dropping in fall. Excellent shade tree. Poor in air pollution. Needs acidic soil with no salinity.

	
	
	

	Periwinkle (Vinca major) and Ivy (Hedera helix,H. canariensis, H. hibernica )
	Creeping mahonia (Mahonia repens)
	This California native makes a good ground cover and is one of the best mahonias for winter color: dull blue-green leaves turn bronzy or pinkish when cold weather arrives.  Short clusters of flowers in mid- to late spring are followed by blue berries that birds like. Requires little or no water, usually deer resistant.

	
	Salal (Galutheria shallon)
	Evergreen shrub ranging from 1 1/2 to 6 feet tall depending on the amount of sun (the more sun the shorter the shrub).  Creeping roots spread slowly. Pale pink urn shaped flowers in spring followed by dark blue edible berries. Drought tolerant. 

	
	Pachysandra (Pachysandra terminalis)
	Grows more slowly than Vinca, but has a crisp, neat growth form.  New foliage is a bright green, changing to dark green with age.  Variegated cultivars are available. Deer resistant. 

	
	ground-cover geraniums (e.g., Geranium ‘Rozanne’),
	Display of showy, blue-violet flowers from early spring until the first frost, never going to seed.  Evergreen in warmer climates.  Full sun or partial shade.

	
	Ivory (or Asian) star jasmine (Trachelospermum asiaticum)
	Has glossy, dark green leaves and pale yellow, pinwheel-shaped flowers with a jasmine scent.

	
	Oregon boxwood (Pachistima myrsinites)
	Evergreen shrub 1-3 ft. high. Shade or sun. Prefers well-drained soils. 

	
	Sweet box (Sarcococca spp.)
	Evergreen shrub has waxy dark green leaves and tiny, powerfully fragrant white blossoms that bloom in late winter or early spring, small berriylike fruit. Useful in shaded areas – under overhangs, in entryways.  

	
	Whorled stonecrop (Sedum ternatum)
	This sedum tolerates shade well; white flowers in late spring; 2-6 inches tall.  Tolerates dry shade.

	
	Serbian bellflower (Campanula poscharskyana)
	Produces a profusion of lilac-blue, star-shaped flowers spring to fall.  Grows quickly and easily, but could overwhelm a carefully manicured garden. Deer resistant.

	
	Evergreen currant (Ribes viburnifolium and other Ribes sp.)
	A low-growing evergreen shrub with fragrant, dark-green leaves.  Can tolerate full sun along the coast but needs partial shade in the hotter, inland areas.  Once established, it does not need irrigation and is an excellent choice for growing under native oaks where supplemental watering is discouraged. California native, berries edible and birds like, fire resistant.

	
	Coral bells or giant alumroot (Heuchera maxima)
	This evergreen groundcover has heart-shaped leaves and tiny, bell-shaped, pink and white flowers that hang gracefully from thin stalks.  There are many hybrid varieties available with a wide range or leaf colors and textures. Fire resistant.

	
	Wild ginger (Asarum caudatum)
	A California native, this evergreen groundcover has heart-shaped leaves and unusual maroon flowers. Fire resistant.

	
	Bear’s foot hellebore (Helleborus foetidus)
	Unusual foliage and delicate, complex flowers.  The intriguing pale green and purple flowers often have a pleasant fragrance. Deer resistant. Other perennial hellebore species are also available.

	
	Bergenia or winter saxifrage (Bergenia cordifolia and hybrids)
	An evergreen groundcover with large, dark-green leaves, and clusters of bright, deep pink flowers. 

	
	Taiwan raspberry (Rubus pentalobus)
	Forms a highly textured, evergreen groundcover that suppresses weeds.  Foliage can turn a beautiful scarlet color in fall.  Yellow, raspberry-like fruit is edible. 

	
	Scaevola (Scaevola aemula) 
	Perennial evergreen shrub,  small bright green leaves, fan-shaped purple blossoms.  

	
	manzanita groundcovers (e.g., Arctostaphylos ‘Emerald Carpet’)
	These evergreen woody plants form creeping ground covers. A dense, uniform carpet of 8-14” tall foliage stays bright green, even in the hottest, driest weather.  In hot interior valleys, it needs deep irrigation every 2-3 weeks.    

	
	
	


The list above represents only a small number of non-invasive alternatives available in northern California for home and professional landscaping.  The list of invasives to replace is also not exhaustive and is subject to being updated over time.  
Plants on the alternative list in bold lettering are native to California.  

Pampas, Sweet broom, and fountain grass are very invasive.  Sterile varieties are found in nurseries.  We recommend selecting alternatives to these plants until more research is done to know how “sterile” is “sterile.”   
Sources:

Sustainable Conservation’s California Horticultural Invasives Prevention Program.  http://www.suscon.org/invasives/index.asp
Sunset Western Garden Book

Don’t Plant a Pest! Brochures: Southern California, San Francisco Bay Area, Central Coast, and Trees in California versions
Monrovia’s “New and Exclusive Plants 2006”
Chicago Botanic Gardens, “Shade Gardening.” http://www.chicagobotanic.org/plantinfo/PlantFacts.html
Las Pilitas Nursery http://www.laspilitas.com
Cal Flora Nursery http://www.calfloranursery.com
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