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Marin/Sonoma Weed Management Area
Putting the ‘we’ back in weed management!
December 29, 2003


<<_AFTER_ ,>>" \l 1033 \e "Dear Sir or Madam," 
Dear Landscaper,

We are writing to ask for your help in an important struggle.  We are requesting that Marin and Sonoma County landscapers do not buy, sell, or possess the invasive, damaging plants on the attached list.

California’s environment has been profoundly damaged over the years by the introduction of a small number of invasive plant species that crowd out native and desirable plant communities.  The Marin/Sonoma Weed Management Area is coordinating efforts and expertise for invasive weed control.  Our goal is to limit the damage done by the most noxious of these weeds.   Again, we implore you to discontinue purchase, sale, and possession of invasive plants.

Enclosed is a new brochure describing some of California’s most invasive plants and similar but non-invasive alternatives.  We urge you to recommend non-invasive species, especially to clients who are planting near wild lands or creeks where invasive plants can easily spread and cause extensive harm.  Landscapers can also limit the spread of noxious weeds by not dumping garden waste in to creeks.  Instead, garden waste should be removed from the site.  Additionally, composting near creeks may not only spread invasives, but increase the nutrient load in the creek through run-off and ground water leeching.  Increased nutrients in creeks support the growth of algae and other organisms which eventually decreases light and oxygen in the creek making it less inhabitable by fish and aquatic creatures.

Additional brochures are available from the California Invasive Plant Council (Cal-IPC) at www.cal-ipc.org or 510-525-1502 for $30/100 brochures.  Also enclosed is the California Native Plant Society’s Policy on Invasive and Exotic Plants.

If you have any questions or feedback, or would like to attend our Weed Management Area meetings, please feel free to call me at 415-499-6700 or visit our website at http://www.marinsonomaweedmanagement.org.

Sincerely,

Amanda Stephens

Agricultural Inspector

Chair, Marin/Sonoma Weed Management Area
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